FLAG POETRY OR ESSAY
 (Must be mailed in after a project is completed)

		
DEPARTMENT AMBASSADOR:
Nicole Beaver
PO Box 942 
Bethel, AK 99559
907-545-1589
nicole.beaver10041@gmail.com 
	Final report must be received by APRIL 15, 2026
DATE RECEIVED:


Dept. Ambassador use ONLY



 
1.  Did your Auxiliary sponsor the Flag Poetry/Essay Program?    ________Yes   ________ No

2.  How many schools contacted: __________  Members hours: _________  Miles: ________ 

3.  How many entries were judged? ______________          Members hours: ______________ 

4.  What prizes were awarded: (Monetary and other types)                       $ ________________
     Describe other types of awards: _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  How did your Auxiliary publicize this program? Please describe:______________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Did your Auxiliary receive newspaper coverage? 		       ________Yes   ________ No
Submit copies of articles with paper name and date attached.

NOTE:  * * * Deadline for submitting entries to Department Chairman is April 1, 2026 * * *
If your Auxiliary contacts the schools in your area with the information on this program and you do not have any entries, your Auxiliary will receive credit, if you report.    
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Reporting for month of: ___________________________________  Year: _______________

Signed: _________________________________     Signed: _________________________________
                        Chairman                        Date:                                        President                   Date:
Auxiliary Name: ___________________________________  Post Number: ______________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City:  _______________________________  State: ____________  Zip: _________________

* * *  You are allowed to e-mail your report(s) to the Department Ambassador! Make additional copies to provide a copy to your Auxiliary President as well as for your Auxiliary’s records. 

VFW AUXILIARY TO THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
DEPARTMENT OF ALASKA

The American Flag Poetry program was presented by 1968-69 Dept. President Val Whiteman and adopted in 1968 by Dept. of Alaska VFW Auxiliary.

AMERICAN FLAG POETRY/ESSAY RULES

1. Any student from 1st grade through the 8th grade may enter.
2. The contest is broken down to six groups:
	Group 1 – 1st Grade			Group 2 – 2nd Grade
	Group 3 – 3rd Grade			Group 4 – 4th Grade
	Group 5 – 5th & 6th Grade		Group 6 – 7th & 8th Grade
	*Special education student contest is also broken down in six groups.

3. IT MUST BE AN ORIGINAL POEM OR ESSAY ABOUT THE AMERICAN FLAG COMPOSED SOLELY BY THE STUDENT WITH NO CORRECTIONS IN SPELLING OR PUNCTUATION MARKS.
NOTE:	Typewritten poems will be accepted only from handicapped, blind, etc., children.
4. Students name, address, school, grade and teacher’s name must be ONLY ON THE BACK NOT ON THE FRONT or the poem will be disqualified.  All poems will be submitted to the Auxiliary for judging.
5. Local poems must be mailed to Dept. Chairman by April 1st.
6. The winning entries will not be returned and will be the property of the Dept. of Alaska Auxiliary to the VFW.
7. Results of the State judging shall be April 15th, WITH NO EXCEPTIONS.
8. STATE AWARDS IN EACH OF THE SIX GROUPS ARE:
First Place		$50.00
Second Place	$40.00
Third Place	$30.00

NOTE TO AUXILIARY CHAIRMEN:
Only First Place Winners of Each Group From Each School is sent to the Dept. Chairman for judging.
SUGGESTIONS ON WAYS TO PROMOTE
THE AMERICAN FLAG POETRY CONTEST
One way to get started is to contact your School Borough Office and ask how many teachers there are at your area school (or schools).  Compose a letter; make desired number of copies of your letter and of the American Flag Poetry Rules.  Staple together (Auxiliary letter on top) and deliver them to the school office.  Many teachers are at the schools at least a week prior to school opening, so you may want to take them in then.  It will give the teachers time to review the information and incorporate it into their lessons.  School secretaries are usually very helpful and will gladly distribute one to each of the teacher’s boxes for their pick-up.  Make sure you have enough copies.
Another way to promote this program is to contact the school and ask when the next teachers meeting will be held.  The secretary usually has this information.  Tell her who you are, what organization you represent and briefly summarize our American Flag Poetry Contest for her.  Then ask if it would be possible to present our program to the teachers at their next meeting.  Your presentation should be about 10 minutes at the most.  Teachers deal with hundreds of pieces of paperwork each week and many times our material is mislaid or forgotten. A personal appearance by an Auxiliary member will be remembered more readily and the teacher is more likely to incorporate our program into their lesson plans, especially when they realize that they do not have to review the poems.
Make sure that your dates for pick-up is correct and that an Auxiliary member is there to pick up the entries.  Also make sure you put a contact person on your letter and phone number in case the teacher should have any questions.

